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In ancient Rome
Private plumbing is rare and only exists 

in the richest households. For most 
people, bathing and using the toilet are 

communal activities—public latrines 
contain about 20 stone toilets located 

next to one another and a public bath is 
a large pool filled with hot water. There 
are separate baths for women and for 
men. The water in public baths is emp-

tied and refilled once a day, but no other 
sanitation strategy is in place.

Roman Emperor Nero
 has silver pipes installed in his dining 

table. The pipes dispense rosewater so 
guests can conveniently freshen up 

between courses at royal feasts without 
leaving the table.

King Louis XIV
of France loves fountains and wishes to fill the 

grounds of his palace at Versailles with them. He 
has the Machine de Marly constructed. The 

huge wooden machine pumps water from the 
Seine to the many fountains of Versailles. It is 

made up of 14 water wheels, 250 pumps, and a 
series of pipes, reservoirs, and holding stations. 
The machine can pump over a million gallons of 

water into its reservoirs over the course of 24 
hours. It is considered one of the wonders of the 

world at the time of its construction.

Modern plumbing 
technologies

are focused on sustainability and 
decreasing environmental impact. This 

includes solar water heating, recirculating 
pumps, low-flow fixtures, and the use of 
pipes composed of recycled materials

Awareness
Increased awareness of the dangers of lead poisoning 

prompts wider use of copper pipes as opposed to 
conventional lead pipes. Lead is still used commonly at 
this time but is no longer considered the best material 

for piping.

Sir John Harrington
 invents and builds the first flushing toilet at his personal 

residence to replace the usual chamber pot. His godmother, 
Queen Elizabeth I, is so impressed by the technology that 

she has him build one for her own palace as well. 

Baron Georges-Eugene 
Haussmann

 is commissioned to redesign Paris’ city plan 
completely in order to modernize and 

improve the overcrowded urban center. The 
population of Paris had doubled in size in 

recent years and the minimal sewer system 
(160 kilometers long) in place couldn’t handle 

it. Contaminated water causes widespread 
illness and cholera outbreaks. Haussmann has 
more sewers installed, extending the under-

ground sewer system to reach 600 kilometers 
and makes access to clean water a priority. 

Plastic Pipes
 Metals are in scarce supply due to the war 
effort, so plastic (and, less successfully, card-

board) pipes are introduced in order to 
reserve metal resources.

Waste water from latrines and bath pools 
drains from pipes made from clay and 

lead into a huge stone sewer called the 
Cloaca Maxima. At first, this is an open 
sewer but eventually it is covered with 

stone to get rid of the foul smell.
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Plumbing has come a long way over the years! Modern-day plumbing is highly sophisticated and 
requires an experienced professional to get the job done right. Hire a plumber you can trust at 

Butler Plumbing Heating and Gasfitting Ltd.

Today, we think of indoor plumbing and the ability to have potable water at any desired tem-
perature in our place of residence as a given. However, this is actually a relatively new luxury. 

Here is a brief look at what plumbing looked like throughout the ages and how it has changed 
over the years.

https://www.butlerplumbing.ca/

